Essay on the Theme of Power Using the Example of the Novel 
"The Captain's Daughter" 


Introduction 


Today we will examine, using the example of Pugachev and his gang, 
how power brings out the worst traits in a person's character and why 
the righteous do not seek power. 


Main Part 


The novel excellently demonstrates that unprepared people, when 
gaining power over others, become tyrants. To gain power over the 
world, one must first gain power over oneself. 


Pugachev positioned himself among the people as a savior from the 
tsarist tyranny, and he believed himself to be a good person who 
could become a good ruler. This was partly true, but not entirely, and 
Pugachev could not objectively assess himself. When he received this 
power, both his good and bad traits became apparent. 


The same goes for his men. They thought they would fight the terrible 
tsar, help ordinary people, and become "rulers of the people." But 
when they gained power, they became even worse than those they 
fought against, engaging in looting, violence, and executions. They 
even called the hut where Pugachev lived the "Palace." 


This happened because Pugachev and his gang were ordinary people 
who considered themselves good until power tempted them greatly, a 
temptation they could not resist because they had not gained power 
over themselves. 


Thus, the righteous never seek power because they understand that it 
is an incredible burden to be truly just as a ruler. 


However, there are exceptions, like Marcus Aurelius, a man who tried 
to use power for good, although this did not always succeed. 


Conclusion 


Thanks to the novel "The Captain's Daughter," we have studied and 
understood the problem of power. 


Thank you all, goodbye. 


